
    In mid-February, we had dinner 

with some friends of ours, who, un-

known to us, have been praying for 

three years about starting a Deaf 

Ministry for the youth at VSDB.   It 

didn’t take long for our conversation 

to turn to action.  On March 1st, we 

started Deaf Teen Fellowship.  We 

meet on Wednesday evenings for 

storytelling, activities and fellowship.  

We are using the Chronological Bible 

Storytelling method to teach the 

youth about God’s story, from the 

beginning, to the Cross, to eternity.  

We hope each of them will come to 

see how he or she is a part of this 

amazing story. 

                    -Cont’d on page 4 

     I would like to tell you about some-

thing exciting beginning in Staunton, 

VA!  In 2001 when our family moved 

to the Shenandaoh Valley,  we as-

sumed at the Virginia School for the 

Deaf and Blind (VSDB)  we would 

easily find a Deaf ministry to plug 

into.  When we discovered there were 

no Mennonite Churches with inter-

preters and no churches at all with 

programs for Deaf kids, we thought, 

we’ll have to build one!  It took us 2 

years and a United Methodist Deaf 

Camp in Maryland to find a regular 

interpreter.    We had numerous con-

versations with people interested in 

reaching out to the students at VSBD 

but nothing materialized.  Then, the 

Spirit used a birthday party and ado-

lescent hormones to do what adult 

meetings and planning could not! 

     In Nov of 2005, for our son 

Mynor’s 13th birthday, we had a 

sleep over party with the students of 

VSDB.  Since VSDB is a residential 

school, a sleep over means the entire 

weekend including church on Sun-

day.  Much to our surprise, the boys 

enjoyed going to a church with an 

interpreted service, something they 

had not experienced before.  They 

also enjoyed the fellowship meal and 

the “cute girls” in the youth group.  

They asked to come back!   

     They couldn’t attend our Sunday 

services at Springdale Mennonite, 

but did come to Wednesday evening 

youth group.  Anywhere from 1 to 8 

Deaf youth joined our hearing youth 

group.  It quickly became evident 

however, that the group at Spring-

dale was not meeting the spiritual 

needs of these young Deaf people.  

The youth at Springdale have “grown 

up” in the church and are being disci-

pled.  These Deaf youth have never 

been exposed to church.  They have 

never been told God’s Story and 

need to learn about the Good 

News. 

God Is Moving   by Marybeth Moore, Staunton, VA 

Eastern USA Deaf Family Camp 
Anabaptist Deaf Ministries along with 

First Mennonite Church of Lancaster, 

Pa are excited to announce  your first 

Deaf Family Camp (DFC) to be held 

near Lancaster, PA. 

Our first annual DFC will be in April or 

May of 2007 at Black Rock Retreat 

Center in Quarryville, PA. 

This retreat is for anyone with deaf-

ness in their family.  However, it is 

organized so that hearing parents 

and their Deaf children can interact 

with Deaf Christian adults in an infor-

mal environment.  Hearing parents 

with Deaf/HH children, Deaf/HH 

adults with hearing children, Deaf/HH 

teens.  There will be workshops for par-

ents and childcare will be provided by 

individuals that sign.   

 It will be a wonderful time of recon-

necting with your family, meeting new 

friends or perhaps renewing old ones.  

Look for more information about Deaf 

Family Camp 2007 in future publica-

tions. If you want to know more now or 

would like to reserve your room, con-

tact sandys@goshen.edu or call Sandy 

at 574-535-3077.  

Deaf Family Camp  Spring 2007 You Deaf Family Camp  Spring 2007 You Deaf Family Camp  Spring 2007 You Deaf Family Camp  Spring 2007 You 

don’t want to miss it!don’t want to miss it!don’t want to miss it!don’t want to miss it!    
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       Local Montana youth 

Justin Kauffman and other 

Deaf teens from the Montana 

School for the Deaf and the 

Blind involved in the group 

Expressions of Silence are 

teaming up with the Mormon 

Tabernacle choir to give the 

performance of a life time.  

Expressions will perform for 

The National Association for 

Music Education at their na-

tional conference in Salt Lake 

City.  The choir began almost 

10 years ago and has since 

moved audiences regard-

less of hearing status to 

tears.  Justin stated, “The 

parts I like doing in Expres-

sions of Silence  is being 

able to prove to people that 

deaf can use music in any 

way that we need to under-

stand.”  Look for their per-

formance on PBS to be 

aired in the near future.   

Justin, a junior as MSDB 

was also recently  involved 

in  the Deaf academic 

Montana Teen Gets Involved  by Sandy Slabaugh 

will show up or how many 

or exactly what is going to 

happen.  But that is the 

wonderful thing about 

hanging out with teenagers.   

The impetus behind the 

idea of Deaf Teen Nite was 

to provide an environment 

in which Deaf Teens could 

meet and socialize with 

Christian Deaf Adult role 

models.    

In the rural Goshen area, 

we don’t have a large cen-

trally located Deaf popula-

tion.  Our goal is to provide 

a time for people to con-

nect with each other in a 

non-threatening way.   This 

is also a opportunity for 

ASL students to practice 

using sign language, learn 

from and develop friend-

ships with the Deaf people 

in our community. 

Thanks to the Goshen Col-

lege Recreation Fitness 

Center for allowing us to 

use their facility at no 

charge and to College Men-

nonite Church for their fi-

nancial support.  

It was January 22, 06 our  

Deaf Ministry Advisory 

group’s (Deaf & hearing 

adults from Goshen area) 

first ever Deaf Teen Nite.  

Would anyone show up?   If 

so how many, maybe this 

would be a total flop.  In spite 

of our worries, we had a good 

turn out.  We played Wally-

ball, ate , socialized, had a 

brief devotion and said our 

good-byes until the next 

month.    

To be honest that’s how it 

goes each month since then.  

We never really know who 

Are you, someone 

you know or a 

group you’re 

involved with 

doing something 

to impact and 

learn from the 

Deaf community?  

If so, we’d like to 

hear your story.  

Please email your 

stories to 

sandys@goshen.edu  
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Justin Kauffman (top) 

Indiana Deaf Teen Nite Group 3/26/06 

bowl which took place in 

New Mexico.  They placed 

6th our of 16 teams.   

  Justin plans to attend 

CSUN, California State Uni-

versity at Northridge to ma-

jor in education with an em-

phasis on Deaf ed.  When 

not at MSDB, Justin and his 

parents attend Mountain 

View Mennonite Church in  

Kalispell, MT. 

Deaf Teen Wallyball Nite  by Sandy Slabaugh 



On March 18th, Tom 

Humphries, author of "Deaf 

in America," came to Goshen 

College to give a workshop 

about his new book "Inside 

Deaf Culture."  About 150  

people (Deaf & hearing), in-

terpreters, ASL teachers, and 

ASL students attended.  In-

terpreters, Alan Champion 

and Steve Phan met with 

fifteen of GC's ASL interpret-

ing majors before the work-

shop began.  They shared 

about how they had prepared 

for the assignment and also 

gave the students plenty of 

valuable advice. 

The workshop lasted six 

hours.  Tom covered many 

historical periods of Deaf cul-

ture including how Deaf cul-

ture evolved and  the slow 

acceptance of ASL as a real 

language.  Tom compared 

schools for the Deaf from the 

past to the present in regards 

to how they were structured 

and are managed.    Tom also 

shared his own experiences of 

growing up “hearing impaired” 

and going to a local public 

school, of the rise and fall of 

the oralist movement and the 

possible causes of why Deaf 

clubs disappeared.  He con-

cluded his presentation with a 

statement of what Deaf peo-

ple want in the future: for their 

language, culture, and history 

to be preserved and continued 

for years. 

of information and a joy to 

work with.  Her insight and 

concern for reaching Deaf 

people for Christ has and will 

continue to impact ABDM.  We 

pray for Bonnie’s improved 

health and God’s blessings 

upon her and her family.  

Thank you for your years of 

service.  —  ABDM Board    

Long time board member 

Bonnie Geiser from Ohio  

recently resigned her position 

on the board due to ongoing 

health problems.  Bonnie’s 

legacy extends back to the 

late 1980’s when she served 

on the Deaf Ministry Advisory 

Committee for the former 

Mennonite Board of Mis-

sions.  Bonnie was a wealth 

Tom Humphries Workshop  by Laura Lintz, Goshen College 

Bonnie Geiser Resigns from Board 

Looking for a Few Good Board Members 

other Christian church. 

Dedicated Christian (Deaf or 

hearing), who has ties to an 

Anabaptist church/

denomination.  Does not 

need to be a member of an 

Anabaptist related congrega-

tion, but is familiar with and 

supports the theology of Ana-

baptism. 

Has the ability to: 

Commit to the necessary 

times to attend board meet-

ings (usually twice a year). 

Listen, analyze, think clearly 

and creatively. 

Work well with people indi-

vidually and in a group. 

Carry a church wide vision 

and not only a local vision. 

 Has expertise in areas, such 

as: 

Organizational and/or finan-

cial management. 

Marketing and/or fundraising. 

Strategic and/or long-range 

planning. 

Legal, investment or account-

ing experience. 

Does this sound like someone 

you know if so, contact Sheila 

Yoder, current chair of the 

ABDMB at  

sheilasy@goshen.edu or 

574/535-7061 (v/relay) or 

scheduled video phone capa-

bility at IP#199.8.233.74.   

Do you know someone who 

may be called by God to share 

their skills with the Anabaptist 

Deaf Ministries Board 

(ABDMB)?  Is God directing 

you to recommend them to 

this board? Now is your oppor-

tunity! At its spring meeting 

the ABDMB agreed that God is 

leading this board to expand 

its membership. Board Mem-

ber qualifications: 

Committed to become thor-

oughly acquainted with and 

supportive of, the ABDMB mis-

sion and goals.  Mission state-

ment:  To facilitate, encourage 
and support Deaf people and 
their families to, 1. receive the 
Good News of Jesus Christ 
and, 2. actively participate 
and serve in an Anabaptist or 

Sheila Stopher Yoder, Sheila Stopher Yoder, Sheila Stopher Yoder, Sheila Stopher Yoder, 
ChairChairChairChair    
10065 CR 24  
Middlebury, IN  
46540 
sheilasy@goshen.edu 

Tim Nafziger, Tim Nafziger, Tim Nafziger, Tim Nafziger, 
TreasurerTreasurerTreasurerTreasurer    
1104 Highland Drive 
Goshen, IN  46526 
Tim.Nafziger@mma-
online.org 
 
Jan Hoffer, SecretaryJan Hoffer, SecretaryJan Hoffer, SecretaryJan Hoffer, Secretary    
221 E. Main St. 
Ephrata, PA  17522 
Jjhoffer@ptd.net 
 
Ron GerbrandtRon GerbrandtRon GerbrandtRon Gerbrandt    
6863 West Dover 
Place 
McCordsville, IN 
46055 
Indy@chilitech.com 
 
Brian HiltonBrian HiltonBrian HiltonBrian Hilton 
1096 W. Main St. #A 
Mount Joy, 
PA  17552 
BAHilton2@aol.com 
 
Myron YoderMyron YoderMyron YoderMyron Yoder    
Goshen College 
1900 S. Main St. 
Goshen, IN  46526 
myronry@goshen.edu 
 
Debbie GessingerDebbie GessingerDebbie GessingerDebbie Gessinger    
602 W. VanBuren 
Nappannee, IN 
46550 
mgessinger930@eart
hlink.net 

Sandy Slabaugh, Sandy Slabaugh, Sandy Slabaugh, Sandy Slabaugh, 
Program Coordinator Program Coordinator Program Coordinator Program Coordinator 
64588 CR 15 
Goshen, IN 46526 
sandys@goshen.edu 
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Board Members 

Bonnie 

Laura hails from Sylvania, 

Ohio and is a 2nd year in-

terpreting major at Goshen 

College.  



Phone: 574.535.3077 

Fax: 574.875.1744 

Email: sandys@goshen.edu 
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Last Wednesday, twenty 

youth sat riveted, while 

Harry Wood, one of our Deaf 

leaders, told them the story 

of Creation.  We then had a 

blast with the youth acting 

out each part of the story.   

We can see  they are excited 

and want to continue attend-

ing. 

We give thanks that the 

Spirit can use those adoles-

cent hormones for God’s 

purposes!  Please join us in 

praying that God will lead us 

as we continue to share with 

these wonderful teens! 

God Is Moving, cont’d from pg. 1 

Spreading the gospel in the Deaf 
community by equipping families. 

Deaf Teen Fellowship Staunton ,VA 

Marybeth & Chris Moore live 

in Staunton, Va with their  2 

sons Mynor (13) & Mario (6) 

both boys are from Guate-

mala and Deaf.  Chris is a 

Family Nurse Practitioner 

and Marybeth works part 

time as a Registered Nurse 

at the VSDB.  Their family 

enjoys traveling together.  In 

2003 they visited the Ma-

ranatha School for the  

School for the Deaf in Ja-

maica. 


